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respect. He declared that the queue was a politi-
cal badge, and accordingly all Chinese should act
together in what concerned it; cutting off the
queue might save one Chinese much teasing and
abuse, but it would not better the condition of all
Chinese, and would make the foreigner believe
that the Chinese were ashamed of being Chinese.

"Let us band ourselves together with the even-
tual aim of cutting off our queues when all Chi-
nese cut off their queues," was his youthful in-
junction. "If we, one by one, cut them off, then
we lose our national type and become mere wan-
derers, ashamed to go home and ashamed to stay
abroad. This foolish custom, forced on us by the
Manchus, must be borne by us until all Chinese
make up their minds to throw it aside, or at least
gather in sufficient number to make a showing to
the world. Besides," further declared the young
reformer, "the queue is but one of the disgraces
which China suffers, and we should try to over-
come them all at once by concerted action."

It was, however, only in 1895, at Yokohama,
that he cut off his queue, largely to help in his .
disguise in revolutionary work.

And now that he knew English his school be-
came his wonderland. Great, indeed, was his in-
terest in the school fire brigade. In his native
village he recalled how fire meant the greatest con-

128